
NATIONAL STEWARDSHIP ACTION COUNCIL 

 

Pharmaceutical Take-Back Programs:   
The Power of Local Government to Drive  

Producer Responsibility  

NSAC'S VISION:  Be a catalyst to effect accountable, nationwide producer responsibility 
 © 2016 NSAC 



NATIONAL STEWARDSHIP ACTION COUNCIL 

 

CPSC Formed in 2008 
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Local Government EPR Supporters… 

US Conference of Mayors, National and CA League of Cities, 
National and CA Association of Counties, Regional Council of 
Rural Counties, Solid Waste Association of North America, 
National Waste and Recycling Association, CA Ocean Protection 
Council, CA Council of Directors of Environmental Health, 
CalRecycle... 
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 Organizing body – Valormed (est. 1999) 
 Organized/funded by: 
 Association of Portuguese Pharmaceutical 

Industries (APIFARMA) 
 Pharmaceutical Distributors (Groquifar) 
 National Pharmacies Association (ANF) 

 Payments collected via fee on packaging.  
 Fee was $.006 USD or  €0.005 in 2011 
 Retail participation voluntary 
 99% pharmacy participation rate in 2011 

 
 

Portugal Medicine EPR  

http://www.valormed.pt/
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Colombia Medicine EPR  

 Program – Punto Azul 
 Organizing body – National Association of 

Colombian Entrepreneurs (ANDI) 
 Funded entirely by pharmaceutical manufacturers 

and importers via a membership fee program, 
independent of the quantity of products marketed 

 Manufacturers & importers required by law to 
establish program by 2010. 
 2014: 43% coverage achieved 
 2017: 70% coverage required 

 

http://www.ecopunto.com.co/puntoazul
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Mexico Medicine EPR 

 Organizing body – SINGREM  
 Funded by: 
 National Chamber of the Pharmaceutical Industry 
 Mexican Association of Pharmaceutical Research 

Industries  
 National Association of Pharmaceutical 

Manufacturers  
 Contributions based on individual member 

company’s proceeds 
 2008 – Pilot program launched in Puebla 
 2009 – Nation-wide permanent implementation by 

2015, now have 4,400 bins in pharmacies! 
 

http://www.singrem.org.mx/
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Spain – Punto Sigre 
 Video highlights how the pharmaceutical 

industry funds the @SIGRE program which 
collects unwanted medicine and encourages 
reduction in packaging as part of producer’s 
“environmental commitment to Spanish 
society.” 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1f7Sqn1y

oo 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1f7Sqn1yoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1f7Sqn1yoo
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Canadian Health Products 
Stewardship Association 
 Industry Designs and Oversees Program 

 100% Industry Funded 

 Report to Government 

 BC, Manitoba, Ontario - Nov 

 Nova Scotia in 2015 

http://www.healthsteward.ca  

 

http://www.healthsteward.ca/


NATIONAL STEWARDSHIP ACTION COUNCIL 

 

Facts and Outcomes 
Ontario, Canada EPR Program 

 Ontario Regs. EPR for meds/sharps 10/12 

 >90% Voluntary pharmacy participation – met 

regulated goal year 2 – 3,400 pharmacies! 

 Provided 200,000 free sharps containers 

 Collected 407 T medications and 259 T sharps 

 Did not increase costs to consumers! 

 www.healthsteward.ca 

http://www.healthsteward.ca/
http://www.healthsteward.ca/
http://www.healthsteward.ca/
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AB 1893/AB 403 – Safe Needle 
Management 2013-2014 FAILED 
Assm. Mark Stone & Susan Eggman 
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SB 727/1014 – EPR for Medications 
 Mirrored Alameda Ordinance, added OTCs 
 Provided alternative management language to 

maximize environmental improvements 
 Failed both years 2013/14 –Need for local action 
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Senator Jackson Letter to Locals 

Letter sent October 
31, 2014 asks for 
local governments 
to consider 
ordinances to move 
the issue forward in 
California. 
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Medicine & Sharps: 
The Perfect Storm… 

 Environmental & Public Health, Issue 
 Prescription Drug Abuse – Epidemic 
 Child, Senior & Pet Poisonings 
 Cost of Healthcare Debate! 
 Needle Sticks of Solid Waste & Wastewater 

Plant Workers, Needles on Beach 
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San Francisco Pilot with Pharma 
Companies: Weight Collected 

23,304 pounds collected in 16 months! 
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Two Hearings Led to the 
Adoption of the Ordinance 
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Article in New York Times 12/7/12 
quotes complaint: 

“The household trash can is a better and safer alternative, 
the drug makers say” 

 
 Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America 

(PhRMA), General Pharmaceutical Association & 
Biotechnology Industry Association 

• Filed in Federal Court claiming violation of the Commerce 
Clause of the Constitution 
 
 

Alameda County Prevailed in 9th Circuit Court 8/29/13!  

PhRMA Appealed 9/12/13 in Federal Court of Appeals 
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Margaret Shield 
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program in King County 

Secure Medicine Return  
for King County, WA 

18 
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National News Coverage 
National Public Radio, January 2014 
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National News Coverage 
Wall Street Journal, April 2014 
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 9th Circuit Court of Appeals - 3 judge panel – 7/11/14 
 No new facts – only interpretation of law 
 Judge “I have a feeling this may not be the last word on this”  
 Court sides with Alameda County, upholds ruling – 9/30/14 

Appealed to Federal 9th Circuit 
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Supreme Court Could Weigh Local Mandates on  
Drug Makers  - March 27, 2015 

 
“‘Why is it fair to privatize 100 percent of the profits and socialize 100 
percent of the costs?’  
 
‘These are the same companies that don't like taxes, don't want fees, 
don't like big government, and we're offering them a program where 
they get to write their own regulations.’” 
 - Heidi Sanborn 
 
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/supreme-court-could-weigh-local-mandates-on-drug-makers/article/2562121 
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“These statutes are taking off, we see there's a movement in California 
to expand beyond the pharmaceutical industry,’  
  
‘This is the first time where a county or local government has reached 
out and forced companies in another state to provide a service to their 
local residents,’ Spears said.” 
 
Mit Spears, general counsel for Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America (PhRMA) 
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San Francisco Reintroduces  
Meds EPR Ordinance 10/21/14 
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City/County of San Francisco 
Medicine EPR Ordinance March 2015 

Ordinance introduced May 19 and passed with a 10-0 vote, with one 
Supervisor excused and signed by Mayor Edwin Lee 3/26/15. 
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County of San Mateo 
Medicine EPR Ordinance 4/28/2015 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gq7-zIoOYzk 

Ordinance introduced and heard April 14th Meeting 
and passed with a 5-0 vote.  Waymond Wong, Program Manager, 

Environmental Health and Heather Forshey, Director of Environmental Health 



NATIONAL STEWARDSHIP ACTION COUNCIL 

 

County of Santa Clara 
Medicine EPR Ordinance 5/19/15 

Ordinance passed with a 3-0 vote, with two Supervisors recusing themselves 
from vote due to pharmaceutical investments.  Rob D’Arcy Presenting. 
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Appeal to Supreme Court –  
Denied 5/26/15! 

12/29/14: PhRMA and other plaintiff organizations 
file a Petition For Writ of Certiorari asking the U.S. 
Supreme Court to consider the case – Petition text 

http://calpsc.org/mobius/cpsc-content/uploads/2015/01/PhRMA-v.-Alameda_US-Supreme-Court_PetitionWritCertiorari_Brief1.pdf
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County of Marin 
Medicine EPR Ordinance 8/11/15 

Ordinance adopted at Board of Supervisors Meeting  8/11/15 
and passed with a 5-0 vote.  County Team Pictured. 
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County of Santa Cruz  
(and cities of Capitola and Santa Cruz) 

Medicine & Sharps EPR Ordinance 
9/1/2015 – A motion on agenda item #27 which directs County 
staff to initiate the stakeholder process for development of a 
pharmaceutical and medical sharps EPR ordinance was introduced 
and adopted by the Board of Supervisors. 
 
10/8/15 – First stakeholder meeting to discuss ordinance 
 
November – APPROVED BY BOARD 5-0 -1st Meds & Sharps in US 

http://sccounty01.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/BDS/Govstream2/Bdsvdata/non_legacy_2.0/agendas/2015/20150901-667/PDF/027.pdf
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County of Santa Barbara 
Medicine Stakeholder Process Began 5/19/15 

Public Health Department returned with recommendation  
October 6 2015 to do EPR ordinance and received 5-0 vote.  On agenda 

for hearing and vote June 7, 2016. 
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Sonoma County, CA 

 Tuesday October 4, 2016 – Public hearing 
and county voted to develop EPR ordinance 
for med and maybe sharps. 
 
 All videos of all hearings on California 

Product Stewardship Council Website: 
 http://calpsc.org/products/pharmaceuticals/  

http://calpsc.org/products/pharmaceuticals/
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County of Los Angeles – Meds & Sharps! 

Directed staff to initiate the ordinance stakeholder process Adopted 4-0 by 
with one Supervisor abstaining on 8/11/2015.   

Staff presented ordinance to Board in February 2016.  5th Delay to June 14th 
and again to Nov. 1st, and again until ????? 
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www.NSAction.us 
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Campaign to end  
FDA “Flush List” 
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Another Pressure Point:  
Shareholders! 
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Support and Connect! 

Heidi Sanborn 
Executive Director  
heidi@calpsc.org 
916-706-3420 

www.CalPSC.org 
Connect! 
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